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From November 16th, 1982 ABC NEWS Live coverage of the landing of STS-5, the fifth Space Shuttle 
Mission and the "first" operational mission at Edwards AIR-FORCE Base in California. 


e Landed at 9:33 A.M E.T/ 6:33 A.M P.T 


Commander: Vance D. Brand 

Pilot: Robert F. Overmyer 

Mission Specialist 1:Joseph P. Allen 
Mission Specialist 2: William B. Lenoir 
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[Music] we interrupt our regular program schedule to bring you the following special report the four columbia 
astronauts are approaching the coast of california coming home having extended our reach into space and 
now frank reynolds good morning as you see there the dawn is coming up over the california base in 
california where the astronauts will be landing in approximately 17 minutes or so from now right at this 
moment and good morning i'm here at the other end of the country in washington dc we won't spend very 
much time here we'll be getting out to california and edwards air force base very quickly the astronauts right 
now are over the pacific they are in the blackout they're uh coming in on the california coast you see they're 
in their 82nd orbit with 17 minutes and approximately 50 seconds or so to go before touchdown we have 
another five minutes or so that will elapse before they emerge from the loss of communications blackout as 
they come down through the earth's atmosphere but they're heading for california and we want to go out 
there now to edwards air force base and max robinson max uh can you see anything out there well actually 
you can see quite a bit uh frank even though sunrise will occur uh less than 10 minutes so that is a little less 
than 10 minutes from now light is beginning to come up in fact it's very beautiful as you can see where 
sunrise will occur in about nine and a half minutes from now and the shuttle will touch down on runway two 
two that's the concrete one runway seven minutes after sunrise gene cernan the veteran of three space 
missions uh two apollos and one gemini is with us to talk about this forecast has called for scattered clouds 
and we've got a lot more than scattered clouds out here max we've got a fairly thick overcast 
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max we've got a fairly thick overcast john young just reported it's marginal whether or not they can see 
through it so it's going to be a little unique uh the crew actually will be on instruments part of the time and i 
don't believe we'll see them here on the ground until after they make their turn into what we call final or in the 
final phases of their landing below sixteen thousand weather conditions this is as bad as it's ever been for uh 
for colombia well but from a pilot's point of view it's not really bad as such but it is unique because we 
normally have had scattered uh clouds or no clouds at all in the past so what i'm hearing from you you don't 
anticipate any problems i don't anticipate any problems uh it's a little different but we just won't be able to see 
as much as we would have been able to see you and i probably won't see him when he goes over the top 
because that could be spectacular this morning in this sunrise and we'll be here for that when uh the shuttle 
is coming in frank all right thank you max and thank you gene we'll be back to you very shortly this has been 
a very successful mission in terms of the primary goal which was of course to establish that the space shuttle 


is a delivery vehicle it carried two satellites into orbit placed them successfully in orbit the only 
disappointment of course was the failure to carry out the so there has been triumph and also some 
disappointment but now of course that's going to be forgotten in the glory of seeing them come back to earth 
and they'll be down in a very short time our coverage of space shuttle columbia will continue in a moment 
received word that uh communications has been reestablished between the spacecraft and the ground so 
we're going to go to shure at mission control in houston lynn they just got the word they've emerged from the 
blackout right uh yeah they haven't had uh quite the kind of conversation we're used to yet but we'll be 
hearing that in just a few minutes the picture you were just looking at was roy bridges he is the capcom for 
the landing he is down in mission control and he will be talking them down uh let's listen in a little bit we have 
uh roy bridge mach 11. columbia houston with you 





mach 11. columbia houston with you through buckhorn configure aos roger configure aos we're in the first 
world reversal archer they're 440 miles away and that's their first voice uh voice contact overload nothing 
else on the system looks like it's that overload sensor roger bob and we've checked and your ac systems are 
all good okay lynn how we take this for granted now remember all those anxious moments waiting for former 
astronauts to come down and emerge from the blackout i think you're right frank but on the other hand isn't a 
little part of you just tingling wouldn't you like to be out there watching it coming in oh yes and so would you 
[Laughter] it's interesting though i've never seen it from the mission control point of view and these guys i 
expect are going to be just as excited as they have every other time we're only about 12 minutes away from 
touchdown now they will cross the california coast just south of uh santa barbara range 231 miles at a speed 
of about 3 000 miles per hour you might say they're coming like a bat out of space or out of somewhere frank 
everything looking good oh well uh this for this this mission columbia this space shuttle was transformed into 
columbia the space truck taking up satellites delivering them carrying freight and doing just what it was 
supposed to at least for the most part we've put together a little um a little piece of tape that gives some of 
the highlights of that mission beginning with the launch it zero the way the flight planners had dreamed it a 
flawless launch for colombia's fifth journey into space and at first there was only good health and good spirits 
for the four men in their machine just eight hours into their mission they carried out their major objective the 
deployment of the first commercial satellite from the shuttle's payload bay 
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partner bill lenoir activated the mechanisms to set the giant drum of electronic spinning then sprung it out of 
the orbiter it worked and the folks down in mission control celebrated the beginning of the shuttle as an 
operational vehicle aboard columbia lenoir playfully claimed his reward some zero gravity peanuts and then 
they concentrated on the next task this time it was lenore at the monitors and joe allen at the mobile launch 
pad this time to send aloft a second satellite it performed as perfectly as the first with the help of a little 
musical license from the crew [Applause] okay this is columbia we are two for two we deliver it had become 
their new unofficial motto there was one setback lenore's bout with space sickness that put the space walk 
off a day but then they all tumbled back into good spirits lenora is still barefoot and grasping footholds with 
his toes joe allen bear legend joe uh i didn't know we packed a tropical uniform we just came across africa 
and it was warm folks and all the good spirits couldn't achieve the final item on their chore list and of course 
that was the space walk that was meant to take place two days ago put off to yesterday it just didn't happen 
two mechanical failures in two two million dollar spacesuits made it not possible so it was the first 
cancellation of an american spacewalk due to mechanical problems due to hardware and it was a pretty big 
disappointment both for the emotional uh the emotional high these guys were on and also scientifically the 
shuttle must have a spacewalk in order to complete its progress as part of its entire program the big question 
now when will they reschedule that spacewalk it could be as early as the sixth mission which will go 
sometime 
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the sixth mission which will go sometime late january early february in any event because at that point a 
spacewalk is going to be required and a necessary part of the program but that's really been the only 
disappointment uh of this otherwise very very perfect fifth mission of columbia frank thank you lynn they've 
crossed the california coastline now i just want to give you some indication of how fast they're moving just a 
few seconds ago i was handed this 163 range just as i picked it up i was handed another piece of paper that 
says range 130 miles so they're really moving let's get back out to california now to edwards air force base 
and max robinson frank of course we're here with jane cernan gene understand visibility exceeds seven 
miles which is pretty good uh visibility that's excellent visibility under these clouds where is colombia at this 
point colombia should be coming right over here through this cloud cover as i say unfortunately we're not 
going to be able to see it but i think 10 miles out frank said it's probably within 100 miles now because she is 
slowing down quite rapidly and yet still maintaining about four times the speed of sound now there was a 
question as to whether the columbia pilots astronauts would go automatic or manual take charge of the 
shuttle in in bringing it in and that was a problem because they're landing on concrete runway 2-2 out here 
and i understand that had to be automatic well they'll take it uh in automatic now i believe through the turn 
and through the clouds monitoring their instrumentation and then probably at around 2500 feet as they've 
done in the past they'll take it over totally manually and land it to stick and rudder as we we stay in the flying 
the winds are calm winds are calm it's a beautiful day the cloud cover really gives us sort of just one more 
milestone in checking out the capability of the shuttle just as a scene said there are a lot fewer people out 
here to watch this particular landing of sts-5 than there were any other mission in fact a half million people 
fourth of july of the last sts4 uh considerably less in fact by friday only about 
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only about 10 000 car passes have been asked for about 500 mayors out here in front of the runway 
watching uh our coverage of space shuttle columbia will continue in a moment chin only four and a half 
minutes to go now before touchdown let's go back to the insurance frank i wanted to point out that when they 
come in uh bill lenoir i'm sorry joe allen will be sitting behind the pilot and the commander up in the uh flight 
deck up in the cockpit as a cockpit as it were in what joe allen referred to as steerage that's the exercise 
sonic now at mach 0.9 hey we see it at 46 000 feet and a range of 25 miles now that's from a camera at uh 
at edwards buckhorn right i'm not sure which camera that is but it sure is nice to see it it would be a double 
boom gene what what accounts for that usually you've got one boom well the shape of the spacecraft is so 
blunt that you get the sonic booms off of different sections of the body but you know we didn't hear that this 
morning i wonder if the cloud cover had quite a bit to do with that could very well and uh that picture we saw 
was from yes sir that picture we saw was from a chase plane but we can't see it frank because she there it is 
yes it was somewhat subdued but uh she was long in coming this morning so that should put it just over us 
we're seeing this picture now from a chase plane and that picture is being taken from above the clouds frank 
we do not see it from here but we know just about where she is that's going to be a sight when it comes 
through those clouds right down on top of you two out there it's gonna it's gonna make a turn right out of the 
sunset which is gonna be spectacular it may be difficult for us to see here until it gets almost honest wanted 
gene because of the cloud cover it will i think we'll see it break through right over here above that sunrise 
max 
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now they're they're above what almost seems to them like a snow cover because they have yet to see the 
ground [Music] just shortly before landing well at about 16 000 feet which is as fast as they're going is really 
very shortly before landing gentlemen let me just make one uh let me make just one more reminder here that 
everybody should realize even though this is the fifth mission of the shuttle it's now a glider it doesn't uh it 
doesn't have another opportunity to go around it's it's got to make it of the landing stream gene what kind of 
emergency procedures do they have here for the landing of course the only emergency procedure they have 
doesn't have is a normal one max and that's to come home and land at this stage of the game of course 
there's no ejection seats uh they are in a normal emergency uh all-encompassing mode right now everything 
looks good 14 000 we ought to see it right under those clouds here she is max there she is here she is she's 


turning on the straightaway now frank beautifully sunlit reflecting the sun look at that we can see that refr 
reflection uh that you see on a television camera absolutely like a star coming in the land just utterly frank it's 
just glowing against the clouds uh we're getting a picture head on it's like a beautiful bright star just coming 
right in at it five thousand feet and it's gonna drop very very fast too isn't it as you can see there she goes 
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as you can see there she goes with a chase plane leading 289 what a sight just beautiful really coming down 
you still got the feeling this is an airport with an ordinary commercial jet landing gear is down but we know 
better you can tell the crowd is holding their breath at this point gear is down about ready for touchdown 
there she is touchdown a roar goes up here and the dawn is breaking the sun unofficial touchdown time was 
five days two hours 14 minutes 25 seconds just magnificent indescribable frank it's almost like matter of fact 
they said touchdown time five days seven minutes and touched on time again of course gene uh it will stop 
in about 30 minutes later we'll be off the broadcast we will uh have the astronauts coming out of the shuttle 
and of course we'll have doesn't look too beat up does she the old uh bird no but she deserves a rest she's 
going to go in and i guess maybe get a facelift for uh the flight next year yes what kind of changes will be 
made there gene what kind of overhaul will be done with the columbia well they'll take out the ejection seat a 
lot of flight instrumentation they use for the test flight uh they'll recon there it is they're going to they're going 
to give it more capability but fuel cells give it more electrical power increase the capability carry six 
passenger or six crewmen really adding the galley well you need more food when you get that many people 
of course because certain tiles will be replaced uh as always and of course uh she's been in business in 
service now for over a year and 
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in service now for over a year and upgraded upgrading the shuttle engines as you would do on any aircraft 
that had used its engines she's a proud lady frank uh max lynn's sitting out here in the daylight the sunrise 
gene let's look at it again let's uh let's get a replay of the landing of sts-5 columbia as she came in on this 
wonderful morning the clouds didn't seem to matter very much just a beautiful approach no problems at all 
the sunrise the early morning sunrise puts a whole new dimension now remember these gentlemen did not 
see the sea edwards until they were turning into that final phase of the landing uh so they were down the 
hardly before just a few seconds as a matter of fact exactly very much so because vance made a beautiful 
landing uh the shuttle is has performed i believe beyond what people expected it to max certainly beyond 
what i really ever dreamed of myself i knew it would work but what do you see in terms of the future for 
shuttle of course we start with the challenger in january the first flight of the challenger which is uh an 
operational vehicle and i understand it can carry a lot more tonnage well it's gonna gonna gonna be 
upgraded here's a new replay of it coming straight in cloud cover in the background there's something 
majestic about her you can feel her presence as she she descends upon you and the interesting thing of 
course the descent is extremely steep almost falling like a rock some people compared it to but it certainly 
doesn't look anything like a rock there there come the landing gear and the landing gear this time uh we're 
probably about 200 feet above the surface of the ground there was hardly any wind out here at all max it was 
perhaps a perfect morning you can see a little contrails little moisture coming off the wingtips this morning as 
a matter of fact they haven't been able to test 
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fact they haven't been able to test what crosswinds would do uh to the shuttle when it lands in fact they need 
to do that don't they yet it's a time in the future there it is air force based on runway 2-2 the concrete runway 
frank thank you max and thank you gene so colombia the space shuttle has ended her fifth flight there have 
been three this year colombia will now get a rest and it will not be put back into operation again until the fall 
of next year but there will be 12 flights five shuttle flights next year i should say and then 12 in 1984 and 16 
scheduled in 1985 so believe it or not one day this sort of thing will become routine not i suspect to anybody 
who's ever watched it actually take off or land vance brand bob overmeyer joe allen and bill lenore are down 


they are safe they have accomplished their mission columbia is home once again at edwards air force base 
for max robinson and gene cernan and lyncher in houston this is frank reynolds we'll have a complete report 
on the landing of columbia on abc's world news tonight goodbye for now [Music] further details on columbia's 
fifth mission this evening at the dinner hour on abc's world news tonight live coverage of today's space 
shuttle landing has been a special events presentation of abc news 


END 


